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Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (10.00 pm): It is my pleasure to rise in this debate. I would like to thank the members of the
Education and Innovation Committee for their work during our estimates committee hearing two weeks
ago. I was very appreciative of the conscientious way in which the majority of the committee approached
their work. There was a quiet and thorough examination of the Department of Education, Training and
Employment’s service delivery statements. However, it was very sad and disappointing to read the poorly
written and ill-conceived statement of reservation from the committee members representing the people of
Inala in the Leader of the Opposition and the people of Mackay in the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. We
had to suffer the insincere indignation of those opposite being prepared to sacrifice the principles of
parliamentary practice for the cheap headline and the five-second grab on television with scant regard for
the real issues and serious decisions that the Department of Education, Training and Employment makes
daily. As honourable members will read, parliament has been treated to a political statement that
amounted to nothing more than an undergraduate diatribe. I am not sure what the opposition office is
doing with its 22 staff members, but I think they need some writing master classes to help them out. 

Once again we saw the opposition leader and deputy leader in their capacities as members of the
committee retreat to cheap political point scoring instead of using the opportunity to learn something—to
serve their constituents by better understanding the work of my department. It is very clear from the puerile
product dished up in that statement of reservation that, just as we saw from them yesterday and today in
question time, those opposite have no idea about the importance of what we do. Let us briefly turn to the
matter of the Queensland School for Travelling Show Children. 

The member for Inala stands up for poor NAPLAN results and an attendance rate of just eight days
in 10: ‘Never mind about the education outcomes for students; just give me the media opportunity’. In the
statement of reservation that I saw today, the honourable member makes the point that grade 3 NAPLAN
results for the Queensland School for Travelling Show Children were okay because in reading for year 3
there were nine schools that performed worse than that school. Can honourable members believe it? Out
of 1,239 schools in Queensland the justification for spending $1.5 million for the Queensland School for
Travelling Show Children is somehow justified by the fact that there are nine schools that supposedly
performed worse. That is the sort of argument we get from those opposite. 

Then the opposition leader had the temerity to imply that I have some level of disdain for the
portfolio. Let me advise the House about disdain for the portfolio. As I travel around the state,
stakeholders, students, parents, teachers, principals and schools generally are surprised at the energy this
government has brought to all areas of government. The most common phrase I hear is, ‘We have never
had a minister visit us, call us or talk to us about our concerns.’ The opposition leader, deputy opposition
leader and most of the members opposite were members of the most lazy and contempt filled cabinet in
the history of Queensland. According to independent observers, the 53rd Parliament had the lowest
standards in decades. So one has to admire the audacity of the opposition leader and the deputy
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opposition leader in daring to come in here and suggest that any minister in this government has contempt
for their portfolio. As we have heard from other honourable members, all we have done for the last seven
months is to fix the disgraceful mess left by those opposite. 

Let us talk about cleaning up mess. Those opposite should not try to escape responsibility for the
fact that we have had to make the toughest of budget decisions in order to get Queensland back on track.
It is like the gunman blaming the surgeon for saving the life of his victim. We have been forced to fix the by-
product of the Bligh government’s neglect and, at worst, its vandalism. One of most difficult was the
decision to cease Skilling Queenslanders for Work. I have written to federal Ministers Shorten and Evans
about this issue including the need for the Commonwealth to commit to the entire spectrum of employment
programs, and I look forward to their replies. One of the best examples in the employment portfolio was
when the member for Mackay tried to tell us that saving $393,000 in relation to the 100,000 trainees and
apprentices who are represented by the Training Ombudsman was a saving we could ill afford because it
cost Queenslanders $3.93 for each of them. I pointed out that Queensland’s debt, which was heading
towards $85 billion, equated to $20,000 a head. That is what we have to pay off—$20,000 a head for
4½ million Queenslanders. That is what we are trying to arrest. The opposition just does not get it. 

(Time expired) 
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